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This is a very large mansion of Italian Villa style. The builder, Mr. Trail, had
served on a diplomatic mission in Italy and built this house for his bride from drawings
he had made of a Tuscan Villa. The marble and other materials were obtained in Italy.
The house formerly stood among large formal gardens. Now, the west side is planted in
grass with the original massive urn carved“achnthus leaves and heads of men in relief.
The east side is mostly blacktopped but still contains a two-tiered fountain with
sculpted figures.

The building is three very wide bays square and has a "T'-shaped wing, three bays
long and two bays wide, to the rear. Attached to the wing is a modern plain three-bay
long funeral home addition. The roof of the front section is apparently flat with no
chimneys visible. The front and sidewalls appear to be faced with 1' x 2' sections of
flat stones. Rear walls are painted common bond in a dark brown. The central bay of
the front protrudes out about 2' and is framed by protruding pilasters as are all
corners of the front section. This bay is capped by a massive pediment with a consid-
erable overhang and a heavy bracketed cornice like the rest of the front. The wing and
additions have low pitched "A" frame roofs. All door and window framing on the front
facade is of white marble.

The central bay front doorway is truly a work of art. Entered by a flight of
seven broad marble steps with low sidewalls and pointed pylons at the entrance, the
doorway is enframed by pilasters with carved panels. Above these are brackets of long
cyma curved scrolls ending in spreads of acanthus leaves. There is a shorter, simi
bracket in the center. These support a carved flat entablature. The entranceway is
recessed and contains two light colored wood paneled doors having three vertical re-
cessed panels within them which contain intricately carved leaf designs. The doors
are framed by plain pilasters with capitals carved with an egg and dart type motif
which is also used in the architrave over the door, over the fan light, and around the
sides of the recessed area. Above the double doors is a round arched window with five
segmented panes. All windows of the main building are framed with a plain marble arch-
itrave on three sides with moulded marble sills supported by marble brackets. The
windows also have marble mullions. Windows on the front and sides vary quite a bit and
include triple and double with round arches and 6/4, 4/4, and 2/2sashes. Those on the
first floor front are rectangular with entablatures like the doorway. The rear of the
front section has a high foundation faced with white marble, moulded at the top along
the front wall. Both sides are surrounded by large wooden porches with bracketed
cornices. In the center of the roof is a one bay square cupola with arcades of round
arched windows and overhanging cornices. Atop this is a tall pointed white finial
being 8' tall. A broad overhanging cornice protrudes from all four sides of the front
section. Heavily carved brackets with pendants and medallions with leaves are spaced
in groups of twos and threes and support the pediment and cornices. All cornices and
brackets are somewhat similar and all woodwork and walls are painted brown. There
are modillions between these brackets.

There is a low brownstone wall with a decorative iron fence with double iron gates
and lanterns at the entranceway. Behind this are very attractive plantings of large
spreading yews, evergreen hedges, brick paths, and small grass plots. The front
pavement is made of hexagon shaped bricks which are said to have been brought over
from England as ballast on early ships.
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